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on "the empty chair," laughingly defied her to make
Parnell fill it* She listened while tales were told of his
aloofness and inaccessibility, and heard how eminent London
hostesses had vainly endeavoured to attract him to their
receptions, and while she listened she resolved that she
would make him sit in " the empty chair " at her next dinner.
There was a foolish legend that Captain O'Shea used his
wife to ruin ParnelL It was said that he asked Gambetta
for advice, and Gambetta said, " Set a woman on to himI"
Mrs* O'Shea was the " woman/* but she ruined the plot
by falling in love with the victim of it! * * *
Mrs* O'Shea was reputed to be a handsome woman,
although some of her portraits hardly support her reputation
for beauty*   Her face was big and broad and strong, despite
her look of emotionalism, and her eyes were large and fine
and honest*   She had an unusually big, uneven nose which
marred her beauty, and her mouth was long and loose and
nervous*   Had one not known she was English, one might
have thought, judging by her portraits, that she was Italian*
Anyone might have taken Parnell for an Englishman: few
would have taken Mrs* O'Shea for an Englishwoman*   She
was a resolute woman, not easily diverted from her deter-
minations, and it is very likely that her tenacity and decision
made her irresistible to Parnell, who, though himself a roan
of resolution, was, at the time he met her, a sick man suffering
from physical and nervous exhaustion*   She was a robust
woman, physically stronger than Parnell, to whom her bodily
strength must have been an additional attraction, as it was
also a danger*   She had endured poverty with a fair amount
of fortitude, and had nursed her husband through four
attacks of measles, a disease to which he was prone in times
of acute financial distress*   She had coped with adversity,
rearing her three children in circumstances that might have
daunted her* and the fact that she was a good mother is
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